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Syllabus 

College Composition  

English Writing 300 (Engwr 300) at American River College 

 

Course # Meeting Times Location 

10614 Spring 2014 M         6:00 PM - 9:20 PM Davies Hall 225 

 

Instructor:  Shannon Mendez 

Email:    mendezs@arc.losrios.edu (preferred method of contact) 

Voicemail:  916-286-3691 x 12557 

Office Hours:   Davies Hall 401 time tba 

Course Description 

This course emphasizes writing and includes reading, research, and critical thinking skills essential for 

successful completion of a college degree. Writing assignments include expository and argumentative essays 

(6,500 words minimum for course) using MLA documentation and format. Reading assignments include a 

variety of transfer-level texts of substantial length.  

Learning Outcomes and Objectives 

Upon completion of this course, you will be able to: 

 Assess complex texts for audience, purpose, tone, and 

development. 

 Evaluate arguments for logical consistencies and fallacies. 

 Synthesize concepts and evidence from complex texts and 

sources. 

 Compose effective transfer-level essays. 

 Incorporate a variety of rhetorical strategies. 

 Integrate sources using appropriate citation and formatting 

standards. 

 Construct grammatically correct sentences employing a variety 

of structures and transfer-level diction. 

Prerequisite 

In order to take this class, you will need to have completed ENGWR 102 (Proficient Writing) or 103 (Practical 

Communication) with a grade of "C" or better; or have been placed through the assessment process. You will 

need to provide a Prerequisite Verification form or a copy of your Assessment Placement results the first 

week of class in order to remain in the course.  

  

Course Goal:  

To improve research 

and writing skills 
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Course Materials 

You will need the following materials for this course. 

Technology 

 Frequent access to a computer so you can use Desire2Learn (D2L) to view course content, submit your 

assignments, and track your grades. Go to http://d2l.losrios.edu . 

Word Processing Program 

 Word processing program that will create .doc. .docx, or .pdf files. 

Books 

 The following textbook by the end of Week One: 

Hacker, Diane. Rules for Writers (7th ed.). Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's. 

2011, Print.  

(ISBN: 978-0312647360) 
 

 The following book by the end of Week Six: 

Gladwell, Malcolm. Outliers: The Story of Success. New York: Little, 

Brown and Co, 2008. Print.  

(ISBN: 978-0316017930) 

 

Course Organization 

The following information provides an overview of what you will do for this class.  

Time Expectations  

You should plan for 9 hours of coursework each week. (The formula for most college courses is 2 hours of 

outside assignments per lecture hour). Outside assignments for this course typically include research, 

reading, and writing. Lecture hours typically include lectures, discussions, and exercises (individual and 

collaborative).  

Coursework 

The course is organized into weekly modules. Each module contains resources and activities about one or 

more topics.  

Resources  

Resources for learning include readings and lectures.  

Readings may be the course textbook, other assigned non-fiction books, or articles. They provide the 

comprehensive information and details that you need to learn about the topic. You should complete the 

readings before we meet in class each week.  

Lectures highlight key concepts about the topics.     

 

http://d2l.losrios.edu/
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Activities 

Activities include practice and assessments.  

Practice includes discussions, collaborative projects, and other 

exercises. They help you practice and apply the concepts of 

the topic.  

Assessments allow you to demonstrate how you have met the 

learning objectives. Assessments may include quizzes, brief 

writing responses, and essays.   

Course Ground Rules 

This class is a community. The vision is for this class to be an 

encouraging environment that provides everyone with the 

opportunity to learn, practice, and achieve the Learning 

Outcomes and Objectives. Let’s work together to make this 

semester great for everyone! 

Attendance and Punctuality 

To earn college credit, you must attend the course sessions and be on time. Missing classes and being late 

may negativity impact your grade.   

Late Work 

You must submit all assignments by the due date to receive full credit. Each assignment will have a grading 

rubric. An assignment submission will receive a penalty each day it is late. 

Keep the confirmation email from D2L when you submit a paper; you may need to provide proof of 

submission if a disagreement arises.  

Distributive Behavior and Communication 

If your communication or behavior is intended for ill will or distracts anyone from learning or teaching, you 

may lose Participation points and be referred to the college Student Discipline Officer. Examples of obvious 

and not-so-obvious disruptive behavior: aggression, defiance, interrupting, excessive lateness, sleeping, 

offensiveness, snarky comments, nonverbal disrespect, whininess.  

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is representing another’s work as your own and is a serious college offense, which may result in 

expulsion. Any time you cut and paste, you must cite the source. Any time you communicate an idea that was 

not yours, you must cite the source. Nobody should ever fix your paper. You can receive suggestions and 

instruction, but you must always have control of your paper--you make the edits.  

I use TurnItIn.com for plagiarism detection. When you submit your papers, a system will search for and 

highlight anything that comes from other sources. Therefore, make sure that you properly cite any other 

words, phrases, and sentences that are written by somebody else (even if the paper was written by you for 

another class). Depending on the plagiarism severity, your paper may receive a zero or be sent to the college 

Student Discipline Officer. 
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Course Values:  

 Work ethic 

 Responsibility  

 Consistent attendance 

 Punctuality  

 Preparedness 

 Effort  

 Ability to meet deadlines 

 Common courtesy 

 Encouragement 

 Appreciation of  multicultural diversity 

Special Needs 

If you have a health problem, a learning disability, or 

a physical need of some kind, let me know at the 

beginning of the course.  Contact the Disabled 

Students’ Programs and Services at (916) 484-8545 

to discuss your needs and obtain documentation. 

Technology in the Classroom 

You can use technology to help you in class. 

Using your technology device for activities unrelated 

to our class is disruptive and may negatively impact 

your grade.  

Communication Policy 

Email is the best way to contact me. I check email several times a day, less often on weekends. I typically 

respond to email within 24 hours, possibly longer on weekends. If you don't hear back from me within 24 

hours during the weekdays, assume I did not receive your email and resend it. 

When you send an email, identify yourself with your name and the course you are in. Also be sure to use 

complete sentences and proper grammar. Remember that your reader is an English instructor who 

appreciates these things. 

Coursework and Grading 

The coursework involves reading, researching, and communicating through discussion and writing.  

Points 

You will earn points for the following categories of assignments. 

Item Description Points 

Participation Adequate and cordial contribution to class discussions and behavior. 100 

Exercises Grammar practice, quizzes, writing responses, and other activities. 450 

Essays Three academic essays, 4-6 pages in length.   450 

 Total: 1000 

Your final course grade is based on the following points:  

Points Final Grade 

900-1000 A 

800-899 B 

700-799 C 

600-699 D 

0-599 F 

I do not offer extra credit or give Incompletes as a final grade.  
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Schedule 

So that you can plan ahead, the following outline provides the dates for the readings, topics, and essays. 

Week 1:  Monday, Jan 20 - Friday, Jan 24  

January 20: Martin Luther King's Birthday Holiday 

Week 2:  Monday, Jan 27 - Friday, Jan 31  

Topics: Getting Started, Comparison and Contrast 

Week 3:  Monday, Feb 3 - Friday, Feb 7  

Readings: Rules for Writers, chapters 1-2 

Topics: The Writing Process, Directions and Format 

Week 4:  Monday, Feb 10 - Friday, Feb 14  

Readings: Rules for Writers, chapters 3-4 

Topics: Essay Fundamentals, Revising Essays 

Week 5:  Monday, Feb 17 - Friday, Feb 21  

February 17: Washington's Birthday Holiday 

Essay: Comparison and Contrast Essay 

Week 6:  Monday, Feb 24 - Friday, Feb 28  

Readings: Rules for Writers, chapters 5, 7, and 57 

Topics: Analysis, Integrating a Source 

Week 7:  Monday, Mar 3 - Friday, Mar 7  

Readings: Outliers, Introduction, chapters 1-3 

Topic: Outliers Part 1 

Week 8:  Monday, Mar 10 - Friday, Mar 14  

Readings: Outliers, chapters 4-6 

Topic: Outliers Part 2 

Week 9:  Monday, Mar 17 - Friday, Mar 21  

Readings: Outliers, chapters 7-9, Epilogue 

Topic: Outliers Part 3 

Week 10: Monday, Mar 24 - Friday, Mar 28  

Readings: Rules for Writers, chapters tba 

Topic: Sentences 

Essay: Analysis Essay 

Week 11: Monday, Mar 31 - Friday, Apr 4  

Readings: Rules for Writers, chapters 53-55 

Topic: Research 
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Week 12: Monday, Apr 7 - Friday, Apr 11  

Topic: Library Research 

Spring Recess: Monday, Apr 14 - Friday, Apr 18 

Week 13: Monday, Apr 21 - Friday, Apr 25  

Readings: Rules for Writers, chapters 56-60 

Topic: Multiple Sources and Synthesis 

Week 14: Monday, Apr 28 - Friday, May 2  

Readings: Rules for Writers, chapter 6 

Topic: Argument 

Week 15: Monday, May 5 - Friday, May 9  

Readings: Rules for Writers, chapters tba 

Topic: Editing 

Essay: Argument Essay 

Week 16: Monday, May 12 - Friday, May 16  

Topic: Review 

Final: Monday, May 19, 5:45 - 7:45 pm 

 


